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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CANBERRA 0418 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: ENRG, AS 

SUBJECT: WORLD NATURAL URANIUM MARKET 

REF: (A) STATE 007629, (B) 77 CANBERRA A-107, 

(C) 77 CANBERRA 08053, (D) 77 CANBERRA 04224, 

(E) 77 CANBERRA 03063, (F) 77 CANBERRA 02530 

1 . ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS POSED REFTEL A ARE AS FOLLOWS. 

2. PARA 2 JAPANESE UTILITIES HAVE BEEN PRINCIPAL PURCHASERS 

OF AUSTRALIAN URANIUM. AUSTRALIAN URANIUM COMES FROM MARY 
KATHLEEN MINE. IN WHICH GOA IS MAJOR STOCKHOLDER. OR FROM 
AAEC STOCKPILE AT LUCAS HEIGHTS. GOA CONTROLS URANIUM 
EXPORTS AND PRICES ARE NEGOTIATED BETWEEN GOA AND CUSTOMER. 
GOA IS TO FORM URANIUM ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO ADVISE ON ALL 
ASPECTS OF URANIUM MARKETING. 

3. PARA 3 - NA. AUSTRALIA IS A NET EXPORTER. 

4. PARA 4 - DEPARTMENT ASSUMPTION IS CORRECT. 

5. PARA 5 - AUSTRALIAN URANIUM SALES CONTRACTS ALL WERE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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NEOGITATED IN EARLY 1970'S. NO SPOT SALES ARE MADE AT THIS 
TIME. 

6. PARA 6 - AUSTRALIAN YELLOWCAKE STOCKPILE OF AAEC 
TOTALED APPROXIMATELY 2200 SHORT TONS AT BEGINNING OF LAST 
YEAR. AS DISCUSSED REFTELS D, E, AND F, THIS URANIUM IS 

BEING RELEASED TO MAKE UP SHORTFALLS IN PRODUCTION FOR 
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EXISTING CONTRACTS. DEPT. OF TRADE AND RESOURCES IN 
CANBERRA DOES NOT HAVE CURRENT STOCKPILE FIGURE AT HAND AND 
REGARDS IT AS PROBABLY CLASSIFIED IN ANY CASE. INASMUCH AS 
SHIPMENTS APPROXIMATING 600 TONS HAVE BEEN REPORTED 
PUBLICLY, STOCKPULE IS NO LARGER THAN 1600 TONS AND MAY BE 
SMALLER. 

7. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON AUSTRALIAN MARKETING OF 
URANIUM IS CONTAINED IN REFTELS B AND C. 

ALSTON 
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